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CALL FOR PANEL 
 
Citizenship is a concept of modernity that testifies to an individual’s belonging to the nation-state 
and implies the titularity of specific rights and duties. In Africa, citizenship discourse dates back to 
the early-nineteenth century: in Ottoman North Africa, the 1869 Nationality Law decreed the 
equality of all Ottoman subjects regardless of religion, thus dismantling the millet system; in the 
Boer republics British settlers, the so-called uitlanders, claimed the benefits of full citizenship 
rights. After the First World War, colonial empires promoted selected categories of native subjects 
to the ranks of citizens of the metropoles, later extending further such measures as in the case of the 
1945 Lamine Guèye Law applied to French overseas territories. Independent nation-states relied on 
citizenship and the Africanisation of cadres to build national unity and identity, while amending 
legislation in conjunction with crisis to deprive of full citizenship rights the population of distant 
foreign origin. Even in contemporary times, differentiated forms of inclusion and exclusion affect 
individuals and social groups, entailing unequal access to rights and resources, hierarchies of power 
and social stratification. Marginalisation is experienced, inside and outside the continent, by 
migrants often perceived as a threat. 
Although codified in a different vocabulary, external-internal demarcation lines and dominance- 
subordination relations may be observed in all political systems, including small and acephalous 
societies. African typology of slavery and dependency hierarchies prove the functioning of 
mechanisms of eradication-integration over the long pre-nineteenth-century history. 
Today, when we are called to “(re)learn to make community” (bell hooks, Teaching Communities, 
2003) and to “take care of the living” (Joan C. Tronto, Caring Democracy: Markets, Equality, and 
Justice, 2013), the VII ASAI Conference prioritises a focus on communities – not limited to the 
plan of citizenship – meant as dynamic ensembles internally articulated and connected to the 
outside environment, and the logics of division and aggregation at work in Africa and in the African 
diasporas in different eras. Dynamism refers to the doing and undoing of communities, to the 
coexistence of institutional communities (the state and local authorities), communities of sense and 
imagined communities, and to the multiple and graduated forms of belonging. 
By way of illustration, proposals could deal with the variety of prerogatives (privileges and 
guaranties) granted or denied. In the contemporary debate, citizenship has been specified according 
to diverse typologies of rights. The right to a healthy environment is the distinctive feature of 
environmental citizenship, category evoked, for instance, with regards to the Niger Delta 



communities that claim compensation for damages (pollution, land seizures) stemming from oil 
extraction. Digital citizenship refers to the overcoming of digital divide, while new technologies are 
at once a means of data and mobility control. Therapeutical or pharmacological citizenship lays 
emphasis on differentiated access to health care. 
Then, attention may be addressed to actors and groups on the ground, the political leadership and 
the state apparatus but also to horizontal relations and identity markers, such as race, ethnicity, 
nationality, gender, class, religion, as well as African or European languages which feature both as 
an element of division and connection and exchange (think of linguae francae or various forms of 
pidgin). By zooming on specific categories (slaves, ethnic groups, religious minorities) light can be 
shed on subordination and strategies of resistance, as well as the agency experienced or learnt in a 
perspective of active citizenship, thus shifting the focus onto the modus operandi which may be 
peaceful or degenerate into conflicts, possibly violent. 
Another observation lens is space (urban or rural, central or peripheral) understood as the 
materialisation of social hierarchies and segregation but also as places of collective action, 
elaboration-enunciation of grievances, competition and conflict, compromise and consensus. The 
location of agricultural and mineral resources brings to the fore territorial divides just like, on a 
wider scale, international decision-making bodies, transnational networks of activism, stakeholders 
at various levels. 
Finally, Africa is a testing ground where solidarities and identities can be observed in their making 
and forms of citizenship investigated (e.g.: African citizenship within the framework of African 
Union politics) and interpretative paradigms discussed such as states without citizens and also 
global, transversal or cross-border citizenship. 
The Conference is open to panel proposals from different disciplinary perspectives that elaborate on 
the many facets relevant to the keywords of belonging, community and divisions. 

Panel proposals written in Italian and/or English should be sent by 17 March 2024 to 
convegnoasai2024@gmail.com, and should include:  

- the title of the proposal; 
- a description of 300 words maximum; 
- the name, affiliation, and email address of the proposer(s). 
Notification of acceptance will be sent by 7 April 2024. After the selection of panels, a call for papers 
will follow.  

 
Scientific Committee: Lorenzo Casini, Francesca Declich, Valentina Fusari, Stefano Maltese, Aurora Massa, 
Daniela Melfa, Pino Schirripa, Salvatore Speziale, Angela Villani 


