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In	the	past	years	Resilience	has	become	quite	a	popular	word,	used	in	several	contexts	thanks	
to	its	evocative	and	metaphorical	power.	This	word,	originally	used	in	physics	for	describing	
the	 ability	 of	 a	material	 to	 resist	 to	 an	 impact	by	 absorbing	 energy,	 has	 shifted	 in	different	
disciplines:	 in	 psychology	 for	 the	 study	 of	 trauma	 and	 its	 consequence	 (Cyrulnik	 2002;	
Bonanno	et	al.	 2004;	Masten,	Cicchetti	 2012;	Vanistendael,	 Lecomte	2000),	 in	 city	planning	
related	 to	 environmental	 sustainability,	 in	 sociology,	 in	 anthropology,	 in	 economics…	 and	
eventually	it	has	become	popular	in	the	mass	media,	from	journalism	to	social	media.	
This	 variety	of	uses	 (and	abuses)	has	 also	 raised	many	doubts	 about	 its	 actual	 explanatory	
capacity:	is	it	a	useful	keyword,	an	analytical	tool	for	better	understanding	our	age	or	is	it	just	
a	trend?	The	word	resilience	risks	therefore	to	be	consumed	and	to	become	meaningless	or,	
with	an	equal	and	opposite	reaction,	to	become	so	vague	that	it	has	too	many	meanings.	
	
Keeping	 in	 mind	 this	 possible	 semantic	 dispersion	 and	 trying	 to	 highlight	 the	 concept	 of	
resilience	 in	 terms	 of	 its	 actual	 socio-cultural	 impact,	 the	 upcoming	 Africa	 e	Mediterraneo	
Dossier	aims	at	tackling	this	subject	with	a	very	specific	focus:	the	tight	connection	between	
the	 creation	 of	 resilient	 communities	 and	 territories	 and	 the	 social	 inclusion	 of	
vulnerable	citizens.	
On	 one	 hand,	 it	 is	 broadly	 recognized	 that	 social	 cohesion	 helps	 communities	 to	 better	
respond	 to	 emergencies	 (Colucci,	 Cottino	 2015)	 and	 that	 strategies	 for	 community-based	
disaster	risk	reduction	(CBDRR)	have	to	be	put	in	place	(Shaw	2016);	on	the	other	hand,	it	has	
to	 be	 considered	 that	 the	 majority	 of	 vulnerable	 citizens	 is	 excluded	 from	 resilience	
infrastructures,	because	they	live	in	disadvantaged	areas	or	because	of	linguistics	and	cultural	
barriers.	
Creating	resilient	communities	then	necessarily	means	creating	fairer	communities	(see	also	
the	 "100	 resilient	 Cities"	 project).	 From	 this	 point	 of	 view,	 in	 a	 society	 characterized	 by	 a	
growing	 multiculturalism,	 a	 resilient	 community	 grows	 recognizing	 the	 differences	 and	
enhancing	 its	 elements	of	 cohesion,	both	 in	 times	of	normality	 and	 in	phases	of	 emergency	
(due	to	natural	and	/	or	human	calamities).	
We	are	therefore	interested	in	reasoning	about	resilience	as	a	competence	of	the	community,	
needed	to	build	the	conditions	to	face	emergencies	without	excluding	anyone.	In	this	context,	
however,	 resilience	 must	 also	 be	 considered	 as	 an	 individual	 competence,	 a	 fundamental	
approach	 to	promote	 empowerment	processes,	 in	which	 individuals	 can	develop	 their	 own	
line	of	action	and	reaction	with	respect	to	catastrophe	and	sudden	difficulty,	rebuilding	and	
restoring	 an,	 albeit	 precarious,	 symbolic	 horizon	 (Lecomte	 2002;	 Luthar,	 Cicchetti,	 Becker	
2000;	Manetti	et	al.	2010).	
	
Contributions	addressing	(among	others)	the	following	topics	could	be	accepted,	pertaining	to	
various	disciplinary	approaches:			
-	Emergency	management	in	multicultural	contexts;		
-	Disaster	management	and	disaster	preparedness	in	conflicts;		
-	Climate	change:	environmental	emergencies	and	multiculturalism	/	multilingualism;	
-	Construction	of	resilient	cities	with	the	integration	of	third-country	citizens:	risk	prevention	
activities	involving	non-native	communities;		
-	 For	 a	 transcultural	 conception	 of	 resilience	 (Ungar	 2008):	 points	 of	 view	 of	 minority	
communities;		



-	 Regulatory	 and	 legislative	 aspects:	 what	 are	 the	 regulatory	 obstacles	 to	 democratic	 and	
inclusive	resilience?		
-	 Gender	 approach	 to	 emergency	 management,	 towards	 the	 construction	 of	 women’s	
resilience;		
-	 Migrants	 as	 resilient	 individuals:	 resilience	 skills	 can	 be	 considered	 individual,	 group,	
community	and	cultural	skills	possessed	by	migrants	 from	the	moment	they	decide	to	 leave	
their	country,	or	developed	over	time,	in	response	to	unfavorable	living	conditions;	
-	Resilience	and	education:	importance	of	intercultural	education	for	the	resilience	of	children	
with	migration	background	(Vaccarelli	2016)	
	
The	 proposals	 (title,	 abstract	 of	 max.	 400	 words,	 author	 and	 a	 short	 biography)	 must	 be	
submitted	 no	 later	 than	 **25th	 Novembre	 2019**	 to	 	the	 following	 email	 addresses	
s.federici@africaemediterraneo.it	and	s.saleri@laimomo.it	
If	 the	 proposal	 is	 accepted,	 the	 complete	 article	 must	 be	 submitted	 by	 **December	 20th	
2019**.		
The	articles	and	 the	proposals	 can	be	 submitted	 in	 the	 following	 languages:	 Italian,	English	
and	French,	respecting	the	AeM	editorial	standards.	
Africa	e	Mediterraneo	is	a	peer	reviewed	journal.			
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