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The summer school “Reading Literatures in African Languages” organized jointly by Flavia Aiello and Roberto 

Gaudioso (University of Naples “L’Orientale”), Annachiara Raia (University of Leiden) and Clarissa Vierke 

(University of Bayreuth), with a contribution of ISMEO (Associazione Internazionale di Studi sul Mediterraneo e 

l’Oriente), will be hosted by “Scuola di Procida per l’Alta Formazione dell’Università degli Studi di Napoli 

L’Orientale” placed in Terra Murata on Procida island (Campania, Italy). Aim of the summer school is to provide a 

platform of learning and exchange of Africa’s broad spectrum of literary traditions in African languages. While being 

open to all African languages, the summer school puts an emphasis on text as such and the way meaning is shaped and 

reshaped by language’s form.  

 

According to this perspective which highlights the language-specific effects of texts, translation becomes a major 

challenge if not lastly impossible: it is because of the specific nature of each language which comes with its own 

semantics and syntactic possibilities as well as sounds, that a text can only be approached in another language but 

never fully grasped. This is not only a challenge for translation in the strict sense, but also for any textual approach, 

because they all involve processes of ‘translating’ and comparing: from philological text editions to any kind of 

interpretation as well as to all kind of studies of textual appropriation and reception.  

 

The seminars offered will involve lectures, discussions and group work on the following topics: a) Literary Translation 

and Comparative Literature; b) Oral text and music; c) Philology as a textual approach; d) Historical perspectives on 

texts and their translations.; e) Field work and linguistic analysis of literary texts.  

 

The Summer School is open to MA and PhD students. The inscription is free. The cost of travel, food and lodging have 

to be met by participants. The deadline for submitting curriculum vitae and application is 1st May 2019. Acceptance 

will be notified by 9th May 2019. Depending on the final budget, the Organizing Committee will subsidise the 

accepted students. 
Submission or inquiries should be sent to: faiello@unior.it; r.gaudioso@unior.it  
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