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ABSTRACT: The restructuring of African states in the neoliberalisation processes of governance, particularly 

at the local level, has produced asymmetric and hybrid policies and politics, as well as different forms of 

social and political contestation which challenges notions of citizenship and regulatory frameworks, 

through which political and bureaucratic authorities and social actors negotiate statehood in contemporary 

Africa. 

The panel aims at offering an opportunity for exploring realities of social and political contestation in 

different (North and Sub-Saharan) African countries. In particular, multidisciplinary contributions are 

welcomed on new political formations, labour movements and their alliances, different forms and patterns 

of mobilization (student and youth protests, community unrest, fiscal revolts) challenging the ruling party. 
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Arianna MAZZIERI, The Activism of African Civil Society Organizations through the CSO Partnership for 

Development Effectiveness: Bridging global campaigns and local practices 

 

ABSTRACT:  

The research project background is the transition from the “aid effectiveness” debate to the “development 

effectiveness debate”, in which the turning point was marked by the 4th High Level Forum on Aid 

Effectiveness held in Busan in 2011. Among the most interesting novelties introduced in the reform process 

started in Busan there are the renewal of the aid global governance system, and the related creation of the 

CSO1 Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE).  

1 CSO: Civil Society Organization  

The Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC) represents the new aid 

architecture and was launched in 2012. In order to actively respond to the GPEDC governance system, CSOs 

that participated in the Busan Forum came together to found a new single international platform, that is 

the new CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE), having two main objectives. First, 

contributing to favourable outcomes in development cooperation policy and building an enabling 

environment for CSOs; second, building the capacity of CSOs to practice and advocate for development 

effectiveness.  

African CSOs have shown a strong engagement in CPDE and have a rich representation in both sectoral and 

geographical terms. African CSO activism in the CPDE is reflected at different levels, from the firm request 

for the fulfilment of the unfinished Busan agenda in international meetings to the fact of Kenya being the 

country that will host the 2nd High Level Meeting of the GPEDC next November. In preparation for it, the 

monitoring round of the GPEDC action is concluding and many African states have already submitted their 

report on the realization of an enabling environment for CSOs at national level.  

The action of African CSOs taking part in the CPDE offer concrete examples of civil society actor’s initiatives 

to affirm their voices in political shrinking spaces in this continent. Also, it shows African CSOs growing 

ability to articulate global strategies to get involved in international arenas and, at the same time, to 



articulate those into specific local practices. Thus, a study of the CPDE allows to outline the recent evolution 

of African civil society’s agency and understand the challenges that it currently faces.  
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 Disempowering resilience: coping with delivery failures through exit and survival strategies in South Sudan.  

ABSTRACT:  

Resilience has recently become a popular concept in humanitarian and development studies. Drawn from 

natural sciences, where it was employed to refer to the ability of ecosystems to respond to shocks or 

hazards by resisting damage and recovering from it, resilience has been transferred to the study human 

systems to identify people's capacity of coping with natural or man-made disasters. Building resilience has 

now become a key principle linking humanitarian and development programs in many disaster-affected 

countries, such as conflict-affected South Sudan.  

The way in which resilience is understood by many humanitarian/development projects is rather normative 

and often focused on local communities and individuals, based on the idea that strengthening people's 

capacity to be self-reliant and to use endogenous resources to overcome crises would lead to improved 

living conditions. This understanding of resilience however overshadows the power relations that are at the 

roots of vulnerability and grievance and, to some extent, contribute to their reproduction.  

Through a historically informed case study of basic service provision in Yei town, this paper will show how 

the 'resilience' of the local population (namely, their survival capacity in the face of recurrent shocks such 

as the lack of water) means a persistent inclination towards exit and self-help strategies in the face of 

service delivery failures. While this leads to and increased capacity to stay alive, these strategies also have a 

disempowering effect, as those affected by crisis and conflict are unable or unwilling to express their 

grievances. This has detrimental effects on the relationship between government and citizens.  
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