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South Africa’s higher education sector and epistemic 

landscapes are ripe for change. On-going debates and 

initiatives within the sector on decolonisation and 

transformation have raised a number of questions with 

historiographical implications, including who produces 

historical knowledge, how and why; which narratives 

ought to set the research agenda; through which mediums 

may they best be communicated and disseminated; and 

how might knowledge of the past most appropriately be 

commemorated. 

With these questions in mind, the Department of 

Historical and Heritage Studies at the University of 

Pretoria will convene a colloquium in the final week of 

June 2019, with the aim of, inter alia, re-examining older 

certainties and/or debates within the historiographical 

tradition; exploring different methodologies (particularly 

those that integrate the perspectives of the previously 

marginalised); thinking through new forms of curricula 

and pedagogical practices; exploring the kinds of 

historical narratives and resources that are harnessed by 

contemporary political and social movements; and 

looking at the possible new ways in which that history 

might best be commemorated and popularised.  

 The colloquium will therefore explore possible future 

directions in the overlapping fields of history, 

historiography, popular memory, commemoration, 

research, teaching and heritage. It will probe new 

perspectives in these fields, including transnational and 

comparative perspectives considering similar processes in 

Africa particularly, but also beyond.  

If you would be interested in presenting a paper, please 

send a 200-300 word abstract to glen.ncube@up.ac.za or 

thula.simpson@up.ac.za by 30 June 2018. We will pursue 

publication of an edited volume based on the proceeds of 

the event. Contributors are, therefore, requested to develop 

their presentations further for publication. Hence, full 

papers (+/- 8,000 excluding footnotes) will have to be 

submitted to Dr Ncube and Dr Simpson by 31 April 2019. 

These will be pre-circulated in order to facilitate deep 

engagement and discussion at the colloquium. A period of 

two months will be provided after the colloquium for 

contributors to revise their papers based on feedback 

received at the event. The due date for the submission of 

finalised papers for peer review will be 1 September 2019.  
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