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ABSTRACT: (ENG) The birth of the modern State ushered in an increasing rationalisation and 

centralisation. In North Africa the modernisation of State institutions, which dates back to the 

early nineteenth century, brought about a readjustment of political relationships to the detriment 

of horizontal networks and decentralised authorities. The State control strengthened during the 

colonial era and climaxed in the new independent Nation-States. Measures such as border 

demarcations and the erection of cross-border barriers, sedentarisation policies and mobility 

regulation, mass literacy policies punctuated the statehood evolution in North Africa. Nevertheless, 

cross-border solidarities and identities have persisted, as well as challenges to the State unity, thus 

disclosing the coexistence of centrifugal and centripetal forces. 

The panel aims to examine the building process of modern State in North Africa by shedding light 

on the recurrent tension between the centre and the periphery. The panel is open to papers in 

English or in French and hosts diverse disciplinary approaches. Contributors are invited to focus 

on, inter alia, the following issues: 

 Border areas and communities; 

 Relationships between State/supranational institutions and local bodies; 

 The management of oasis or energetic resources: a theoretical challenge to the 

centre/periphery relationship? 

 New constitutional equilibriums and decentralisation policies; 

 Competition between national and local elites. 

 

(ITA) La nascita dello Stato moderno è segnata da processi di razionalizzazione e 

accentramento. Nell’Africa settentrionale la modernizzazione delle istituzioni statali, che risale 

alla prima metà dell’Ottocento, comportò un riassetto degli equilibri interni contraddistinti da 

sistemi di rete orizzontali e poteri decentralizzati. Il potere dello Stato si rafforzò in epoca 

coloniale e raggiunse il culmine con la formazione degli Stati-nazione dopo l’indipendenza. La 

delimitazione dei confini e la costruzione di barriere frontaliere nelle zone di conflitto, le politiche 

di sedentarizzazione e la regolamentazione della mobilità, l’istruzione pubblica di massa, sono 

tutte misure che rivelano l’evoluzione del modello di statualità nordafricana. Cionondimeno la 

persistenza di solidarietà e identità transfrontaliere, così come le sfide all’unità dello Stato 

mostrano la coesistenza di forze centrifughe accanto alla spinta centripeta dell’autorità statale. 

Il panel intende esaminare il processo di costruzione dello Stato moderno in Africa settentrionale 

alla luce della ricorrente tensione tra centro e periferia. Il panel è aperto a contributi in inglese e 

francese che utilizzano approcci disciplinari diversi. Temi di particolare interesse possono essere 

tra gli altri: 

 aree e comunità di frontiera; 

 rapporti tra istituzioni statali/sovranazionali e istituzioni locali; 

 il governo delle oasi o delle risorse energetiche: una sfida teorica al modello 

centro/periferia? 

 nuovi assetti costituzionali e nuove politiche di decentramento; 

 relazioni tra élites concorrenti del centro e della periferia. 



 

 

Chiara Pagano, “Politica delle qabile” and Qabilas as political players in colonial Tripolitania 

(1914-1918)  

ABSTRACT: Since the beginning of Libyan war colonial authorities of Liberal Italy tried to 

rationalize the colony‟s social space with control and political domain purposes, also relying on the 

Italian „Colonial Knowledge‟, which was then seeing a great expansion. The extension of military 

domain over the colony was thus coupled with the promotion of a cognitive domain over the 

colonial space. Libyan political and social actors‟ local and particular practices of belongings were 

thus defined by using homogenizing conceptual categories. The latter described and catalogued 

closed and homogeneous groups, by defining them in terms of ethnic groups or Qabilas, thus 

negating the existence of multiple belongings and changing practices of mutual identification, as 

well as the multiplicity of strategies informing Libyan political context‟s logics of power and 

influence. 

The paper retraces the evolution from “politica dei capi” to “politica delle qabile” in Italian colonial 

authorities‟ strategies for managing the relations with Tripolitanian group-actors. This will serve 

the analysis of the process through which Italy improved its cognitive domain over the colony in 

order to address the military domain crisis resulting from the outbreak of World War I. Notions 

such as ethnicity, clan, and tribe were then constructed, revealing politically instrumental to 

identify either potential intermediaries or enemies.  

By using archival documents the question will be addressed of how the flattening of Tripolitania‟s 

social and political complexity on the Qabila paradigm recognised the Qabila itself a determinant 

political role in the center-peripheries dialectic of colonial Tripolitania. 

Furthermore, the strategies will be assessed through which local group-actors appropriated the 

colonial authorities ethnic and/or tribal cataloguing both for dealing with the center and competing 

among themselves to control resources of power and influence at a regional level. 

PROFILO ACCADEMICO DEL PROPONENTE:  

Chiara Pagano is a Ph.D. candidate in History of Africa at the University of “Roma Tre” doctoral 

program in European and International Studies. She is also associate Ph. D. student at the “Institut 

de Recherche sur le Maghreb Contemporain” of Tunis. Her research concerns the historical 

construction of “identity” and “otherness” as instruments of political control, identification and 

mobilization in colonial andpost-colonial Libya. 

 

 

Antonio M. Morone, La Libia di Idris e il ruolo dell’Islam tra competizione internazionale e 

cambiamento istituzionale  

ABSTRACT: La formazione dello Stato libico sconta una cronologia e una storia atipica. Solo negli 

anni Quaranta del Novecento presero forma le prime spinte del nazionalismo libico in Libia, tra le 

pieghe della fine del dominio coloniale italiano. La salita al trono di Idris fu un compromesso: 

nonostante si trattasse per un verso del ritorno a una leadership pre-coloniale e pre-moderna, 

d‟altra parte il suo potere si inscrisse in una cornice istituzionale moderna derivata dal 

costituzionalismo occidentale. Nel processo di rinnovamento della tradizione legata alla figura di 

Idris, guida della Sanusiyya, l‟Islam giocò un ruolo molto importante. Al momento 

dell‟indipendenza, la scommessa fu di trasformare la Libia da un‟invenzione del colonialismo in 

una realtà politica e culturale condivisa. Fu l‟Islam molto più dell‟appartenenza araba che venne 

identificato come minimo comune denominatore. Il ventennio di potere di Idris, dalla sua nomina 

ad emiro della Cirenaica il 1 luglio 1949, fino alla rivoluzione del 1 settembre 1969, può essere 

sintetizzato come un continuo tentativo di riforma controllata di un sistema politico fortemente 

conservativo che cercò senza successo di trasformare le diverse appartenenze regionali in 

un‟identità nazionale condivisa, sullo sfondo di un paese in rapido cambiamento. Un punto cruciale 



in questo processo di rinegoziazione delle appartenenze sociali e delle forme istituzionali fu 

rappresentato dalle interferenze esterne, non solo da parte delle ex potenze coloniali o dalle 

superpotenze, ma anche di altri paesi arabi come l‟Egitto che fu il promotore di un progetto di 

nazionalismo militante. Il paper si propone di analizzare non solo l‟importanza dell‟Islam nel 

processo di riforma interno, ma anche le interferenze esterne messe in atto nel nome dell‟Islam. 

PROFILO ACCADEMICO DEL PROPONENTE:  

Antonio Morone è Ricercatore a tempo determinato in Storia dell‟Africa presso l‟Università di 

Pavia, si occupa di Corno d‟Africa e Africa mediterranea. 

 

 

Stefano Pontiggia, States of mediation: Money and relations in the informal sector in Tunisia 

ABSTRACT: The informal economy is a reality massively present in every part of the world; it is 

estimated that, in Africa, it employs between 60% and 70% of the working population (Lautier 

2006). In the anthropological literature, the informal sector has often been analyzed both as a form 

of resistance to economic oppression of the State and as a set of tactics that subvert its control over 

the territory. This interpretation has been applied in particular in the study of borderlands (Gupta, 

Sharma 2006; Bruns, Migglebrink 2012; Donnan, Wilson 1999, 2012). In Tunisia, the informal 

sector has been understood as a survival strategy and as a form of resistance; this in the analysis of 

the contemporary (Meddeb 2012) as well as in historical perspective (Larguèche 2002). 

The speech will analyze this phenomenon with reference to the case of Redeyef, a border town in 

the southwest of Tunisia (governorate of Gafsa). Its economy was based on phosphate mining; over 

the past 30 years, the mines were replaced by an open-air exploitation system, causing the 

dismissal of 75% of the workers. As a result, the unemployment rate is almost double than the 

national average, and much of the economy is now based on contraband, informal work and 

corruption. In order to find a job in the public sector, the only existing one, citizens must pay a sum 

or take advantage of personal relationships in order to be placed on the recruitment list of public 

enterprises. 

The communication will show how these strategies are not a centrifugal force, but are consistent 

with the way State institutions have created and managed the economy of the peripheral regions in 

Tunisia, both during and after the dictatorship of Ben Ali. These tactics, in fact, are interpreted by 

people as a way of adjusting to this peripheral market. The informal sector is thus a grey area (Levi 

1986) in which State institutions work to regulate access to the capitalist market; a potential labor 

supply finds its way through the mediation of money or social relations that extend up to the 

unions, the police or the Ministry of Labor. 

PROFILO ACCADEMICO DEL PROPONENTE:  

Stefano Pontiggia holds a PhD in Humanities and social studies (University of Ferrara). His thesis 

is based on a long-term ethnographic research in Redeyef, South-Western Tunisia, and analyzes 

the social, political and economic dimensions that contribute to the reproduction of 

marginalization and inequality in post-revolutionary Tunisia. 

 

 

Marta Scaglioni, Challenging Tunisia’s ethnic homogeneity after 2011: Blacks’ quest for 

recognition and full citizenship rights 

ABSTRACT: During the nation-building process, former President Habib Bourguiba (1957-1987) 

promulgated a deep and forced modernization, secularization, and westernization of Tunisia‟s 

society; minorities were silenced and ethnic differences put aside in order to maintain the image of 

Tunisia as a nation where peace and stability reigned. Nonetheless, the painful reality of racism 

and social segregation continued covertly, and black Tunisians are still the targets of racist insults 

and marginalization.  



The centralized and homogenized statehood has however been called into question after a series of 

uprisings overthrew former President Ben Ali (1987-2011)‟s government, triggered by the self-

immolation of twenty-six-year-old Mohamed Bouazizi on 17th December 2010. In post-

revolutionary Tunisia some across-North-Africa myths have collapsed and made way for a renewed 

sentiment of aversion and discrimination against minorities. On the other side, centrifugal forces 

emerged after 2011 and a anew sentiment of freedom and a loosened censorship  gave birth to some 

debates on issues which were considered taboo in pre-revolutionary Tunisia. Racism against Black 

Nationals and Black Foreign Nationals is one of them. Academic freedom was also enhanced, after 

being seriously limited before the revolution, and studies on the heritage of slavery and 

discriminations expanded in the academia. Associations, which experienced a quantitative 

transformation and a geographical reshuffling, started focusing on Blacks‟ quest for recognition 

and empowerment. In parallel, 2011 Libyan war triggered a humanitarian refugee crisis, and Black 

Foreign Nationals on Tunisian soil joined the fight of Black Tunisians‟ associations with their quest 

for a full recognition of citizenship rights. 

Resting on an ethnographical and bottom-up approach, this paper aims at analyzing Black 

Tunisians‟ racial stigmatization in the form of geographical marginalization and social segregation 

at the lowest ladders of society, and the quest for emancipation and recognition of Black 

communities through a renewed political discourse. 

PROFILO ACCADEMICO DEL PROPONENTE:  

Marta Scaglioni is a PhD Fellow in anthropology at the University of Bayreuth, Germany, and 

Milan-Bicocca, Italy. She is currently employed by the ERC-funded grant “SWAB: Shadows of 

Slavery in West Africa and Beyond. An Historical Anthropology”. Her research interests are the 

historical slavery and its legacy in today‟s Tunisian Black communities. 

 

 

Davide Dolcezza, The legal systems and the role of Islam in Moroccan constitutional reforms 

ABSTRACT: In the Kingdom of Morocco, the commonly known “Arab Springs” – that from 2010 

gradually infected the countries of the North Africa-Middle East region and led, in some countries, 

to the overthrowing of their respective governments – brought a strong urge for rights, freedom 

and better living conditions and generated the birth of movements and protests. To acquiesce in 

February 20‟s requests and continue on the reform strategy inspired by the international doctrine 

of human rights started in 1989, the King of Morocco endorsed, after a referendum, a new 

Constitution in 2011.  

Seen as the tool to build or reinforce the government of a country, the Constitution creates the 

foundations and sets forth the essential features of the legal order as a whole. Besides, it should lay 

on a system of common values and on a rule of law model recognising cultural and local context 

and customs. In this way, justice can also be perceived not only appropriate but also just. 

In this paper I will analyse if the legal systems being built and strengthened in Morocco are the 

most appropriates to the local context and balanced to the existing legal – both institutional and 

informal – systems. I will also focus on the role of Islam in Moroccan reforms, through the analysis 

of King Hassan II and King Mohammed VI speeches.  

PROFILO ACCADEMICO DEL PROPONENTE:  

Dr.DavideDolcezza got a PhD in Democracy and Human Rights at the University of Genoa. His 

research is focused on public comparative law and legal pluralisms of the Mediterranean area and 

Islamic countries. He works as program manager of development cooperation initiatives in the 

sectors of Governance, Justice and RoL and Human Rights. 

 


